Ossification of the ligamentum flavum (OLF) is a rare manifestation and when causing myelopathy it affects essentially the thoracic spine 1 . Only a few cases of symptomatic cervical disease have been reported, with all patients being Japanese 2 . The first OLF case reported in a Caucasian was performed by Parekh et al., in 1993 3 . Since then, 19 cases have been reported in Caucasian patients and all of them in the thoracic spine 2 . The authors report the first case with cervical myelopathy caused by OFL in a Caucasian patient surgically treated with a good outcome.
CASE REPORT
A 66-year-old Caucasian woman presented two months of gait disturbance, weakness of the inferior limbs and several episodes of falling down. She noticed progressive sensory loss, which ascended to the mid-thoracic level. Neurological examination of the upper and lower limbs revealed normal tone, bilateral clonus, power in the limbs was 3/5 throughout and equal in all limbs, and hypereflexia in inferior limbs. She had absent sensation below T4 and bilateral ulnar three fingers and ulnar halves. There was no related trauma in her history.
A magnetic resonance image (MRI) demonstrated low signal in the region of the ligamentum flavum in T2 images from C2 to C5 (Figure) . There was spinal cord compression at C3 to C6 levels, with the most severe being between C3 to C4. A computed tomography (CT) scan confirmed the OLF at levels C2 to C5 (Figure) .
Decompressive laminectomy with removal of the ligamentum flavum from C3 to C6 was performed. In the twomonth follow-up, post-surgery examination revealed normal tone, absent clonus, return of 4/5 power throughout both her four limbs and normal reflexes. 
DISCUSSION
Since Polgar first reported a case of OLF in 1920 using plain lateral radiographs, most reports of thoracic myelopathy originated from Japan 4, 5 . Cervical spine ossification is rarer, and there have been no cases reported in Caucasians. The histopathological aspects of OLF are similar to ossification posterior to longitudinal ligament (OPLL) 2 . OPLL also begins with a degeneration of ligamentous fibers and is followed by endochondral ossification. This process suggests a common etiological factor; these two affections are considered to be a form of ectopic ossification. Ectopic ossifications like OLF can be caused by an increase in the concentration of fibronectin or in the concentration of bone morphogenetic protein 4 . Both OPLL and OLF are commonly reported in Japanese populations, raising the possibility of a genetic link between the two 4 . The study reported by Ono et al. 5 has preliminarily indicated that abnormalities in
